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SINNERS AVOID CONVICTION. 


4 
Joun, iii, 20.—For every one that. doeth evil hateth the. light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 


Tue gospel is adapted to the condition of mankind as sinners. It contem- 
plates them as having done evil. It supposes them to have done such evil 
ey that the vicarious sacrifice of God’s own Son alone could expiate it; and to 
be so inclined to evil, that, except by the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit, 
they will never do good. ‘That they may valoe and receive the gospel, there- 
fore, they must be convinced of sin. ‘Without a heartfelt conviction both of 
their great guilt and their radical depravity, they have no perception of the suit- 
_ ableness,no estimation of the grace, no ‘realizing persuasion of the truth of 
thegospel. Accordingly, all the means which God employs for their salvation 
are adapted to produce this conviction. But to the success of those means 
there is an alarming obstacle. Those very principles of sin which the truth 
of God is suited to expose, prevent the application of the mind to the truth, © 
“ Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be reproved.” In this description we remark three 
First, it comprehends unrenewed men of every class. In the judgment of ‘God ee 
“there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” “The heart of the sons of 
men is fully set in them to do evil.” Secondly, the charge against them is, | 
that they hate the light, and do not come to the light: that is, they dislike tf 
truth of God, and will not honestly bring their minds to the apprehensii 
application of it, Thirdly, they do this, that their deeds may not be reproye 
or, in other. words, that they may not be convinced of sin. The text, then 
contains the sentiment that impenitent sinners choose not to be convicted of sim, 
Convictionof sin is a painful sense of violated obligation; and more 
of obligationto God. It supposes a heartfelt sense of his being and government ; 
of his holiness and dominion; of the obligation of his law and its sanctions 5 
of personal unconformity to that law and exposure to his just eternal wrath, 
Those who are convicted of sin.really see that they have been blindly 
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with their everlasting destiny ; that ey have provoked the displeasure of the 
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eternal King; and that, by sinning against him, they have destroyed themselves. 
They find that they are condemned before him, not only for acts. of open trans- 
gression, but for the state of heart in which those acts have originated ; that 

| their whole conduct has proceeded from a governing choice and disposition 
" which the commandment forbids; that,they have not rendered that love in 
' which obedience essentially consists ; and, consequently, that even their exter- 
nal performances of duty have, to his ‘view, been only sinful. . They find at the 

~ same time no hope that a change of heart will originate in themselves. ‘They 
perceive that repentance and love to God are very different things from what 
they had supposed; that these will not spring up, at the bidding of selfish 
ire, in the moment of necessity ; and, at the same time, they see that their 
dependence is not an inability to repent, since the only thing which prevents 
their repentance is the prevalence of contrary dispositions; their selfishness, 

me and worldly desires. They find themselves so filled with dispositions 
to the holiness of God and the rule of duty, that there can be no 

st ent but in a change of heart, to which all their predominant feelings 
are averse. Such is the state of mind familiarly denoted by the phrase, con- 
viction of sin, as distinguished from,conversion. It ia a state of mind which 
exactly corresponds with all the desefiptions of the natural character and con- 
dition of mankind in the Bible. It is he state of mind to which a consider- 
able part of this assembiy have been brought, many of whom were originally 
as confident of their moral integrity, and as careless of their prospects for 
eternity, as the most presumptuous among us.. It is the state of mind to which 
every sinner must come, that he may seek or receive the salvation of God. 


To this impenitent sinners are unwilling to come. They choose not to be 
convinced of sin. 
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In illustration of this sentiment I would offer the following considera- 
tions : 


1. Resistance of conviction is a natural consequence of indulged sin. »No 
person chooses to be condemned for the course which he allows. ‘To subject 
_ one’s self to the sentence of his own condemnation, and feel himself at variance 
vane with that awful Being whose is the prerogative and the power to punish, no 
+ person can quietly endure. But, to avoid this, men must either renounce the 
‘pins which contravene the truth, or avoid the truth which condemns their sins. 
tn choosing the latter, they only follow principles the operation of which is 
familiar in the daily intercourse of life. Where is the little child that has done 
wrong, and does not wish, until it becomes penitent, to have the offence pass 
iced ; that is not reluctant to hear mention made of it; that is not back- 
admit the obligation violated, and to view the crime in the clear day- 
bir truth? Where is the profane man, the Sabbath-breaker, the hard 
drinker, the prayerless person, that is willing to entertain a sense of those 
laws of the eternal God which he is every day treading under foot, and to view 
himself as God views him? Where is the man who yields himself more spe- 
ciously to a course of worldly gratification, and is willing to be disturbed with 
the upbraidings of conscience, and the sense of divine, displeasure on. that 
sccount? From the nature of a sinful principle, it results, that he who doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light lest his deeds should be 
seproveds 
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2. Only to this cause can it be ascribed that mankind generally, under the a 
gospel, are not convicted of sin. ‘To what other cause can their security be a: 
_ ascribed? Not to their want of light ; for in the volume of nature, and much . 

more in the book of grace, the light shines as with the splendor of noonday. 
The law of God is light ; and, were it not evaded, would enter the chambers of 
every man’s heart, and disclose the sins that are hidden there; for “ by the law 
is the knowledge of sin.” It is “ quick and powerful ;” penetrating as @ twos _ 
edged sword the mind that allows it to enter. It cannot fail of proving so in, - 
its effects, wherever it is received, for it is the law of the most high God; it ~ 
condemns the very thought of sin, and its penalty is etermal death. Every 
man must see, whenever he seriously endeavors to frame his heart, and his 
doings accordiag to it, that his sins are innumerable ; that his natural inclinati 
are the reverse of what it demands ; and that, as certainly is the 
God, he lies naked to the execution of the sentence. ‘The ent 4@ 
brings himself into comparison with it, according to its real nature, off & 
and sanction, he perceives that he is a guilty, polluted being in the sight mt 
and, without relief by grace, must be undone. These discoveries alsog _ 
him to discern the importance of the gospel, to feel the obligations laid upon 
him by the grace which it reveals, and to be convinced of sin “ because he has 
not believed on the only begotten Son of God.” It is not then for want of suffi- 
cient light, that so many impenitent sinners among us have no deep and abiding 
conviction of sin. 
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Nor can this be reasonably ascribed to their want of sufficient faculties to 
apprehend the light. ‘They can understand the law of God as easily as they 
can ynderetand any other rule of conduee They can feel the obligation of 
this law, as easily as they can feel the obligation of any other precept that 
is binding upon them. And they can as easily bring their moral feelings and 
conduct into comparison with that rule as with any other standard. ‘The case 
is so perfectly analogous to other cases in human life where n@jjmant of facul- 
ties is perceived, that pretence of wanting them here is futile? child can 
more easily come to a conviction of sin for an outrage of duty done to the 
kindest of parents, than sinners can come to a conviction of their sins against 
God. If then they do not come to the light that their deeds may be reproved, 
the cause must be their disinclination to this. With light before them sufficient 
for their conviction, and with reason and conscience to apprehend the nature 
and feel the influence of that light, they could not fail of conviction, did they 
not refuse to come to the light. 


3. The truth of this sentiment is itsra lll of impenitent sine = 
ners as it is recordedby the pen of inspiration, ur first parents chosen to ©) 
be convinced of their sin, would they have evaded, as they did, the charge of “= 
guilt brought against them directly by the*voice of their Maker? Had their 4 
firstborn son been open to conviction, when his. hands were crimsoned with 3 
his brother’s blood, would he have denied, in the presence of his Judge, that 
he lay under any particular obligation to his brother? Had Ahab been willing 
to come to the light that his deeds might be reproved, would he have gone  —% 
to false prophets to obtain a divine sanction to the expedition which he was)” 
determined, whether right or wrong, to prosecute! or would he have said 
cerning an acknowledged prophet of the Lord, “I hate him becam 
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not prophecy good concerning me, but evil?” And had not the world in gene- 
ral been unwilling to be convinced of sin, under the ministry of our Savior, 
would he have had occasion to say of it, “ Me it hateth, because I testify of it 
that the deeds thereof are evil?” Many are those who insist that every person 
is glad to receive truth wherever he ean find it. But what said our Savior to 
those who did not believe on him? “ Because I tell you the truth, ye believe 
ine not.” Christ then could obtain no credit among the impenitent sinners of his 
age, not because he did not tell them the truth, but because he did. He pre- 
sented obligations which they could not be persuaded to comply with, and 
exposed and condemned sins which they had no mind to renounce, Therefore 
they would not believe him, but obstinately adhered to the errors and ignorance 
left them uadisturbed in the courses which they chose to pursue. Such, 
ut ie is the delineation of the natural character of man. Ite 
u continued illustration of the sentiment in the text. 
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it impenitent sinners are unwilling to be convinced of sin is evident 
; ir spirit and conduct, as these are open to the view of their own con- 
sciences, and are often manifest to the eye of observers. Appealing to the con- 
sciences and observations of those who hear me, I ask, Is it not a fact that 
skepticism and unbelief are indulged by many under the gospel, in regard to 
those truths especially, which, if seriously believed, would alarm and convict 
them? Is it not common to find men of this class readily admitting a thou- 
sand traditionary sayings, with very slight evidence of their truth, while yet 
they are disposed to call in question the authority of the Bible, or of particular 
doctrines of the Bible, without pretending to invalidate any part of the multi- 
form evidence of its being a revelation from God? Have there not been a 
thousand instances of persons confessing that they formerly did this merely 
beeause they could not bear to feel themselves under the restraints which the 
Bible imposed upon them? And who can fail to see that those who persist 
in unbelief, ully feel that if the Bible is true, they are under obligations 
at war with the deafest inclinations of their hearts? Whence is it that men 
—young men—men of scanty knowledge—men who have never examined 
the subject, and are grossly ignorant of it, sneer at truths which offend them, 
and affect to look down on serious religion as the offspring of weak minds? 
Is it uot from the principle asserted in the text? Put out that light, a ruffian 
would say, when about to commit a deed which he would dread to have known. 
Put out that light, the sinner says of the Bible,until he consents to forsake his sins. 




















































































a Is it not another fact ing the great body even of those who admit 
> . the Divine authority of , and of the doctrines which are preached to 
» them, and who yet remaii’Without conviction, that theyjhabitually neglect a 

D iligen and inquisitive study of the Bible ? They have in their hands a book 
» which they acknowledge to be given them by inspiration of God, as a reve- 
“Hation of his will and their guide to eternal life. The motives which urge 
© them to become hrtayuunee. om this book, and with themselves in comparison 
"> with it, are plainly momentous. But how many of them are far less ac- 
PS. Bs vier with it than with almost any other that is put into their hands,.and 
se fe they devote to it less time, thought, and inquiry! And to what shall 


ribed, if not to a settled aversion to whatever would show them 
of God and their own sinfulness. 
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Ts it not another fact, that such persons impatiently bear the inquiries of 
their serious friends concerning the state of their hearts towards God t—that 
they wish to avoid those pious acquaintances of whom they might expect 

questions and remarks suited to turn their thoughts upon themselves? Sai 
that the requital which they make for such kindness is sometimes worse than 
a merely cold reception? And whence their reluctance to be thus approached ? 
Are they afraid of being misguided? or do they really believe it to be wrong 
for others to speuk to them in relation to concertis compared with which their 
temporal interests are infinitely insignificant? Are they not rather apprehen- 
sive that the office will lead to disclosures (disclosures to their own view I 
mean) of sins and dangers which they are neither willing to avoid oe 
ah fairly to examine ? 


oO iF. Feoeore.’ 


























Is ‘t not another common fact that such persons are forward to 
the sincerity of those acquaintances who profess to have been converted to 
God !—that they are rather sad and their countenances fallen, than glad and 
lifted up in thanksgiving when they hear of such a change in one who has 
been their associate in worldliness ? and that they are even disposed to con- 
sider as self-deceived or hypocritical the very same persons whom they had 
been accustomed to honor as intelligent and estimable companions? Is there 
no evil eye in those who thus judge? Do they feel no interest in the con- 
clusions which they form? Have they no wish to evade the conviction which 
struggles for being, that they too must change or must perish? 
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Is it not another fact commélifinong the impenitent, that they directly re- 
sift the convictions which they fel? Is it not a fact with some of you, my 

héafers, that you endeavor to think God less angry, his law to be less extensive, 

his threatenings less absolute, judgment less certain, hell less terrible, and 

your danger of taking up an everlasting abode there less imminent, than in 

your sober estimation you believe? that you thrust the impression of such 

things from your contemplation—brace your minds against the arguments 

and persuasions which are designed to impress you with them, and after all ' 
have more solicitude on account of them than you are willing to bring to the 

test of a fair and solemn inquiry ? *. 
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Once more, I ask, to what but to a voluntary resistance of conviction shall 
be traced the excuses for sin which the impenitent indulge? “Why does the : 
a -minded man plead that it is his duty to be industrious, and the liber- 

t his appetites were given him to be gratified, and the prayerless per- 
pet there are other duties no less important than prayer, and the neg- 
ir of religion that he is not a hypocrite like such a one? Do any of these 

persons believe that such a plea will avail us at the bar of God? what 
purpose are they indulged, but to s the conscience from a full iiation 
of guilt? Why does the irreligious father of a family allege that he finds 
no precept in the Bible for family prayer? Is it, because he is really afraid 
of substituting the commandments of men for the ordinanees of God! Is it © 
not because he is neither willing to perform so reasonable a service as that 
‘of calling with his family on"the name of the Lord, nor to carry with him a 
conviction of sin in the ‘neglect of it? Why does re anxious sinner alle, 
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pear to be equally scrupulous about neglecting a thousand other things which 
he knows are an abomination to the Lord? or does he really believe that a 
serious attempt to pour his griefs into the bosom of his God would more 
offend him than to restrain prayer? Why does the sinner, when he begins 
to see the fact of his radical sinfulness, justify his impenitence and hardness 
of heart with the plea that he cannot change his own heart? What is the 
ehange of heart which he needs? It is humility, repentance, submission, 
faith, love. And does that sinner really wish to be humble who is indulging 
feelings of pride? or to be reconciled to God, who is full of opposition? or 
to be stripped of excuses, who is drawing them close about him? Ah! there 
is a fallacy here which even convicted sinners are not apt to perceive. ‘They 
are ready to conclude that, whatever may be said of others, it is not true of 
them that they are unwilling to be convicted of sin, No doubt they may be 
80 far sensible of the importance of conviction, that their judgment shall de- 
cide in favor of it. But their hearts are as much opposed to it as they ever 
were, and suggest a thousand expedients which hinder it. It is not from any 
love to God or the truth—not from any hatred of sin or disposition to turn 
from it, that they come in any manner or degree to the light ; and even while, 
as they imagine, they wish for more conviction, they adhere to those self- 
justifying pleas which tend only to prevent the progress of it, $6 that if 
‘ ‘we speak of the chuice of the heart, the sentiment of the text is no less true 
of them than it is of others. It is the sense of blame which the natural heart 
would avoid; so that if this be evaded, the fact of transgression is scarcely 
painful : if the sinfulness of sin be oo deed is admitted ; if obliga- 
tion is not felt, the remembrance of transj on is not dreaded. It is, then, 
‘a universal and most indubitable truth, thafNe that doeth evil hateth the i 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

, From the sentiment which has thus been illustrated, I derive the following 


REMARKS, 


1. We have no reason to wonder at the diversity of religious opinions among 
men,—Many are in doubt as to the truth on this account. They i imagine that 
on subjects which so much divide the learned and the zealous, there is no 
possibility of distinguishing the truth; that all religious opinions are alike 
uncertain ; thit however confident we may be that we are in the right, there 
is a possibility that we may be in the wrong; and that upon the whole a 
good moral life is the best religion. Mere confidence in our opiniotis does 
not indeed prove that they are true; yet there is a confidence, arising 1a 
consciousness of our having come to the light, which we may be as tel 
not delusory as we may that our perception of objects by the li f 
the suis not a vision of the night. re is a principle in the human heart 
which sufficiently accounts for the delusions in the world, without the need of our - 
calling in question either the sufficiency of the Bible to guide us, or our ability to 
know what the testimony of the Bible is. That principle is, the natural aversion 
of men to be convinced of sin. — Light has come into the world—light, more and 


he Swap than they wish, and they have only to open their eyes that they may see. 
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where they can bend it to their purpose, and by false reasonings, 

cannot, to make out a scheme that will cover their sins. It is a remarkable 
fact that Socinians, Universalists, Antinomians, and licentious enthusiasts, 
however unlike to each other they may be in the outward form and aspect of 
their religions, all agree in considering the perfect law of God too stritt and 
severe. None of them acknowledge the unqualified obligation of the precept, 
or their desert of the penalty. None of them allow that,Christ died to honor 
the lagr, and that it is only on this account that sinners are saved. None of 
them consider a change of heart in submission to this law indispensable. All 
consider the law their enemy—unconformity to it their calamity—and such 
good dispositions as they naturally possess, if cherished as they may be, suffi- 
cient for their salvation. It is of choice, not necessity, that men are deceived, 
It is because they will not come to the light, lest their deeds should be reproved. 


2. Teachableness of mind is good evidence of a change of heart. The 
person who really desires to know the whole will of God that he may do it, 
and to have his sins exposed,—whatever be the sacrifice or the mortifica- 
tion which the conviction may occasion—that he may forsake them ; the person 
who honestly submits himself to Divine guidance, and brings his views, his 
feelings, his motives, and his life to the light of revealed truth, that they may 
be formed and regulated by it; and still jealous of his deceitful heart sincerely 
prays, “Show me thy paths, O Lord; search me, and know my heart; ny 
me and know my thoughts; see if there be any wicked way in me, and lea 
me in the way everlasting ;” that person may be sure that he will be kept 
from fatal delusion. “ For good and upright is the Lord, therefore will he 
guide sinners in the way. ‘The meek will he guide in judgment; the meek 
shall know his way.” If eyery one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light lest his deeds should be reproved, it is not-Jess certain, 
that he that doeth truth cometh to the light, and by the light his deeds are 
made manifest that they are wrought in God. We do not say that this dis- 
position of mind procures grace. It is itself the effect of grace. ‘Thus the 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia, that she attended unto the things which 
were spoken of Paul; and so attended that she believed, and was morally 
transformed. And whosesoever heart is in like manner opened to give the 
same earnest, impartial, obedient attention to the things revealed of God, will 
certainly know by the nature of those things, and by their effects upon him- 
self, that they are’divine, that his perception of them is true, and his expe- 
rience, so far as it is clearly distinguished by him, that which accompanies 
salvation. 


3. We have cause to admire the grace of God in conversion. Conviction 
begun and carried on in a mind which naturally is not only dark, but averse to 
» the light, is a wonderful display of grace. ‘To what but the powerof God 
could be ascribed the conviction which the jailer at Philippi felt, a little before 
so ruthless towards those servants of God at whose feet he now fell trem- 
bling? or the conviction of the thousands at Pentecost, a little before around . 
‘the..Prince of life, shouting, Crucify him! Crucify him! now, stung with , 
guilt, asking, What shall we do? Or to what else shall we ascribe the con 9% 
viction of sinners now, brought up from infancy in the view of Jesus Christ, 
as it were crucified and slain among them, and all along till now spo ing 
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themselves in a careless and wanton rejection of him? or what but grace can 
it be which moves the infinitely glorious God in this manner to show a rebel- 
lious worm what he needs to know against the perverse inclinations of his 
heart, take off the coverings in which he wraps himself, and break down the 
pride and self-confidence in which he exalts himself! And if in this‘ there is 
omg then how rich the grace by which he at last humbles that sinner at his 

speaks to his trembling heart in accents of forgiving love, and fills him 
with the consolation of his covenanted favor! Who among all the rdfisomed, 
then, will hesitate to adopt the sentiment, “ By grace are ye saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest 
r any man should boast.” Full well they know that if grace had not made 
them to differ, never had they differed from those who go down miserable 
Febels to the pit. 





4. Impenitent sinners are destroying themselves. ‘They choose the igno- 
rance, errors, doubts, and excus ich quiet them in the road to hell. They 
avoid the conviction without wil is impossible that they should repent or 
believe unto salvation. The light comes to them without their seeking, and 
like the beams of Heaven would enter at every passage, if they would admit 
it; would convince them of sin; would lead them to Christ ; would sanctify 
them unto eternal life: but they will not admit the light, lest their deeds 
should be reproved. 








Little cause have they to blame God because he does not convince and 
convert them. ‘They do not chovse conviction or conversion. They adhere 

inciples and cherish feelings incompatible with either. The truth of itself 
convince and convert them, if they would let it. Their way is their 
own, and it is their folly. ‘“ Madness is in their hearts while they live, and 
after that they go to the dead.” 





Little does it become them to blame the supineness or neglect which they 
observe or imagine in professed Christians, as though these were the cause of ‘ 
their remaining unconverted. For however criminal professed Christians may 

be, it ill becomes those to reflect the blame who will not come to the light 
clearly shining before them, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with 

their ears, and be converted and saved; who love their sins, and will not let 

go of them; and who do not love God, or Christ, or their duty, and will not 
submit to them. 


Sinners, why will ye do this? Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die? 
God has said, “ He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but he that con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall find mercy.” Why will you persist in the 
course-which pride, unbelief, and love of sin suggest, when God, in whose 
hand your breath is, forewarns you that so you shall not prosper? Why will 
you not take the course of humility, penitence, and submission, when the same 
God assures you that, how numerous and aggravatd{ soever your sins may 

shall find mercy? What do you hope to gain? Will you extinguish 
Tight by closing your eyes against it? Will you even avoid its convincing 
at last, by turning away from it now? Miserably disturbed, as well as 
is all the quiet which yeu can procure by refusing to know the truth, 
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while you remain in the present world. Many secret misgivings, many bo 
apprehensions, many strugglés against conviction must you endure behire 

can settle down in hardened insensibility; and even then you will be liable, 
without a moment’s warning, to have all the terrors you would avoid comé. — 
rushing upon you, as an armed man, in death ; or if, even in death, you can 

hold fast delusion, no sooner will your spirit ens gone to the eternal world, 

than delusion will be all over. Then will the radiance of the divine character 
and counsels shine upon you with overpowering energy; and if here you ~ 9 
‘cannot bear its feeblest reflections, how will you bear the disclosures which ’ 
the full light will make to you for ever! Behold yon fallen mortals under _ 
conviction! Behold them, at the very time when God comes to bless them in 
turning them from their iniquities! How often are they made to feel a 
of conviction which drinks up all their spirits, and withers their frames, 
as the pangs of death to the soul! O, then, what must be the agony of 
conviction which unsubdued sinners must for ever feel, where hope can never 
come! Sinners, it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God, 
Wo, wo to him that striveth with his Maker. Awakened sinners, hasten 
submission. ‘Terms of reconciliation, by the blood of the cross, are offt 
you. Delay not to accept them. Admit no excuse for sin. Submit your- 
selves to God. . Fly to the throne of grace, supplicating mercy there. Sin- 
ners of every class, take the law of God, and by its light think on your ways. 
“ See, now, and know that it is an evil thing and bitter, that you have forsaken 
the Lord.” Search to the bottom the deep corruption of your spiritual and 
immortal natures ; for now “ there is balm in Gilead and a Physician there,” 
Now if*you will be convinced of sin, you may know the blessedness of 
whose sins are forgiven. But if not, yet “ be sure of this, your sin 


you out.” 
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e THE PROGRESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WI 
’ COMPARED. 


& 
Proverss, iv. 18, 19.—The path of the just is as the shining light that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. The way of the wicked is as darkness ; 
they know not at what they stumble. 


A conrrasr is here presented between the lives of the just and the wicked. 
The life of the just is compared to light, that beautiful emblem of truth, holi-_ 
ness, and joy; and the life of the wicked to darkness, the emblem of ignorance, | 
sin, and wretchedness. While there is this contrast in the, nature of thes: 
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ive, “The path of the just is as the shining light.” A glimmering of 

ivine illumination breaks in upon the darkness of the mind, and some holy 
Bienes are formed in the heart. By slow degrees this illumination is ad- 
4 vanced, knowledge is increased, faith is confirmed, peace and hope are estab- 
and holy desires and purposes are accomplished in active usefulness. 

the rising light shines more and more, until it is perfected in a heavenly 

aa an eternal day. But “the way of the wicked is as darkness.” Dark at 
” the first, it becomes continually more’so. What impressions of truth had been 
made upon the mind are effaced! What aspirations after the privileges of the. 
just had been felt are stifled! What semblances of goodness and reasons for 

’ hope had appeared are lost! The character becomes more depraved, and the 
“condition more hopelese. ‘The sinner falls into one danger, and another, and 
hows not at what He stumbles. He loses the sense of guilt and the fear of 
equences, and at length plunges unawares into the blackness of darkness 

for ever. This progress in_sin is intimated by the terms of comparison in thé 
text, and is more directly asserted in other parts of the Scriptures. “ Evil 
‘meh and seducérs,” an apostle says, “wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 


being deceived.” 


It is my design to trace the steps of this progress in the lives both of the just 
‘and the wicked, and to present them to your view side by side, as an encour- 
‘agement to enter immediately upon the one, and to avoid the other. * 
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1, At the commencement of both there are difficulties to be overcome. When 

iwe say that wisdom’s ways are pleasantness, and all her paths are peace, we 

hot intimate that there are no obstacles to be overcome, or conflictssto 

ined. On the contrary, we forewarn you that you must strive, if you 

d enter in at the strait gate; that you must summon your powers to the 

race if you would win the crown; that you must engage in a warfare if you 

would gain the victory. Especially in entering upon the path of the just are 

you to @xpect resistance. ‘I'he pride, the worldliness, and unbelief natural to 

the heart, the fear of men, the desire of esteem, the scenes, the interests, and 

connections of the world, and the concurring influence of “the. god of this 

world” are combined to oppose you. Only by the grace of God can you over- 

» ome, and only by a steadfast purpose in dependence on his grace can he be 

e to be on your side. Even though you endure, it is not wonderful if 

, ws are mingled in your experience. You may be led unconsciously into 

4 erous paths; your lamented imperfections may occasion doubts of your 

a ; and your unaccomplished resolutions may harass you with fears of 

result. It is with many struggles of light with darkness, of faith with un- 

ief, and of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus with fhe powers of evil, that the 
tedus hold on their way. 


But are there not obstacles also in the way of the wicked? Especially at 
the outset, is there no opposition kindly interposed, no moral.resistance to be 
Overcome, no struggle to be sustained, no sorrow or fear to be experienced ? 

. Is it nothing that God has impressed upon the conscience a natural sense of 
obligation and accountableness, and connected with transgression the feeling of 
t, the dread of his displeasure, and the leading apprehension of a miserable 
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interposed his authority in the sinner’s path, accompanied his command i 
the denunciation of his wrath and curse upon the trausgressor, and, together , 
with the terrors of his law, employed the persuasive accents of forgiving mercy). 
and redeeming love, to call back the wanderer from his way %..Is it m 
that he strives with the sinner by the ministry of his living messengers, 
as the declarations of his written word ; and not only by their stated me 
but also by the affectionate counsels of parental piety, and the Be 98 
persuasions of the pious in all the tender intimacies and intercourse of life? Is 
it nothing that their testimony is so often enforced by the dispensations of Provi- 
dence,—the death of companions, the pains of disappointment, and the. hours 
of sickness and danger? And is it nothing that all these persuasions and ad-. 
monitions are conveyed to the conscience and the heart by the more immediate, 
influence of the Holy Spirit? What a power of moral resistance must every , 
impenitent sinner, in such a land, and at such a time as this, overcome ! And 
can he do this with no pain, no regret, no fear, no misery of feeling? Cana 
rational being easily and pleasantly forego the peace of an approving mind, 
the joy of reconciliation to God, and a warranted hope of eternal fife? Canhe, ©°~4, 
without a struggle, press onward in the path which his own conscience and a 
authenticated revelation from God assure him leads to eternal shame and wot” 
O, tell me not of obstacles and conflicts in the path of the just! The way of 
transgressors is hard. If you must strive to enter in at the strait gate, you 
must also strive to proceed on m the way to destruction, 


2. These difficulties, by perseverance, are gradually diminished. The just, 
by increasing knowledge of the Gospel, learn to rely more implicitly upon its 
grace, and to apply more readily its provisions jor their ‘he danger 
peace. By experience, also, they are better acquainted with their dangersy 
become more familiar with their refuge. ‘They see more of the vanity of 
world and more of the glory of the future. ‘Things seen have less power of 
temptation, and things not seen increasing ascendency; their renewed dispo- 
sitions and purposes acquire steadfastness and vigor, and the power of the sinful 
principle is proportionably diminished. ‘Their old companions, also, seeing 
them determined, withdraw their intimacy and cease their solicitations, and the 
scenes of temptation to which they had been used to resort lose their allure- 
ment. Hence, although perhaps in some of their individual acts they may 
seem 10 fall short of their early efforts, their course becomes more uniform 
consistent, If they have less transport, they have more peace; if, they 
more sensible of sin, they can better measure the power engaged on their side 
with the power which they are called to resist, and, with more determified’9 
sition and more unwavering triumph, say, “ Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” Pe 


So, also, those who, are entering upon the way othe wicked may take the 
comfort, if comfort it can afford, of knowing that the resistance which they 


meet will gradually yield as they proceed, The conscience, lacerated and 
scarred in every ‘part by the violence which it receives, b@@omes callous. The ~ 
awful and the melting truths of God’s word, long unheeded, fall powerless upon 
the ear. Parents and friends, mourn and weep as they may in their solitary 
hotrs and midnight pee & are too much disheartened by often repeated 
Parmer dye »pltcati » The ee ee “ee 
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Ttibendoument, and says, “ They are joined unto idols, let ‘them alone.” Provi- 
dential warnings also become too familiar to awaken serious reflection. The 
dying bed, the opened grave, the funeral knell, excite no deep emotion. Delu- 

lion, too, is not unfrequently embraced to confirm the empire of sin. Truths 
only eondemn and alarm are unwelcome; and what the heart repels 
ment easily finds a pretext for rejecting. First one soothing error is 
yand then another, until a scheme is embraced which leaves the mind 
sturbed in its corruptions. Thus do all things concur to accomplish the 
judgment written, “ Hear ye indeed, but understand not; see ye indeed, but 
perceive not: make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their 
heart, and convert, and be healed.” ©, how many in all our congregations 
seem to be in this fearful state! In the way of the wicked, as in that of the 
just, resistance is diminished as progress is made. 








8. Similar, also,in some respects, are the means by which they both are advanced, 
They are alike subject to the power of habit. It seems to be the constitution 
' of God, that what we do habitually should be done easily and spontaneously. 
This is true of moral conduct as well as of physical action. The good man 
becomes so accustomed to religious contemplation, devotional exercises, and 
social duties, that it would be a painful departure from his regular course on 
any proper occasion to omit them. Habit coneurs with disposition and choice 
to bind him to the observance of them. Not only in regard to external actions, 
but also in respect to moral feelings, the power of habit is exerted to form him 
for heaven. Accustomed to the objects of faith, his judgment, his dispositions, 
his aims, acquire permanency and strength under their influence. Humility, 

meekness, submission, trust in God, and cheerful self-denial in well- 
doing become the settled temper and decided character of the man. 


So he that enters upon the path of the wicked finds himself urged onward 
by habit as by a giant power. Does he indulge himself in profaneness, false- 
hood, impurity, intemperance, or other acts of profligacy? His propensity to 
these, by nature strong, becomes by habit ungovernable. He indulges them 
as he breathes, without consideration, and in spite of solemn engagements. Or, 
though restrained from these, does he yield himself to covetousness, ambition, 
revenge, or any other selfish desire, as his ruling passion? That passion acquires 
such power, its gratification is so firmly associated with his supreme good, it so 
forms his judgment and choice, and all his habits of thought and action, that you 

almost as easily divest him of the essential properties of humanity as 
mould him to the benevolence, humility, and heavenly-mindedness of the gospel. 
Not in vajn is the awful appeal of inspiration, ‘an the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the leopard ts? Then may ye o good that are accustomed 
' to-do evik” 








Kindred associates aid our progress, whether it be in the path of the just.or 
way of the wi Those who have entered the-former cannvt long delay 
}avow their choice, to declare plainly that they are seeking the heavenly 
intry, and to join themselves to the company of the pilgrims. In this manner 
racagar bind and afl each other in a eof pengreanirs holiness. By 
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the name by which they are called, and by their reluctance to wound the hearts... 
and lose the confidence of those “in whom is all their delight,” they areseves |) 
rally compelled “ to live no longer to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.” 
Their public fellowship, also, and their ordinary intercourse, and their united - 
labors of love contribute reciprocally to encourage their hearts, and “mr a 
their hands, and brighten their graces; or if one of them wander fr a 

path, or loiter by the way, they who are spiritual do not fail to restore 
one, and to bind him to their hearts with new and stronger cords of 













Nor less efficient is companionship in the way of the wicked. For if “he 
that walketh with wise men shall be wise,” not less certainly “ shall the com- - 
panion of fools be destroyed.” No person can long be contented to walk alone ; 
and, in the course of this world, every one easily finds like-minded associates. 
While yet under parental guardianship, the youthful traveller falle in with those 
whose feelings are congenial to his own; with them he reciprocates the senti- 
ments of his heart, and, having joined himself to their intimacy, feels that he 
cannot go back. “There it is that he throws off the habits of a pious education, 
and the yet lingering feelings of moral restraint; is urged on, by dread of sin- 
Le to acts which his conscience condemns, and learns to scoff at scruples 
his bosom has felt; steels his heart against the entreaties and remon- 
of friends, and is finally imbittered against them as the enemies of his 
There it is emphatically that evil men and seducers wax worse and 
worse, deceiving, and being deceived ; or if any are ever compelled to see the 
river into which they are plunging, they judge that it were better to be out of 
the world than to be separated from those to whose sentiments and feelings their 
own are allied. 





















In no small degree is our progress advanced, also, in whichsoever path we 
tread, by our endeavors to gain others to it. Those who are going to heaven 
cannot be contented to leave their dear connection# and bosom companions 
behind.- “Come thou with us” is their solicitation with one and another, in 
the hour of free and affectionate intercourse, Nor are their desires on this 
subject expressed in personal solicitations alone. ‘They are zealously engaged 
in diffusing the knowledge of the gospel, in forming’ the minds of the young, * 
in promoting every measure favorable to the cause of truth and holiness, By 
such means they keep the object of faith in view; they invigorate, by its ap- 
propriate exercise, every holy affection; draw near to God in enlarged and fer- 
vent supplication, and enjoy a conscious communion with him in the ihe: 
designs of his love. So also it is by deceiving others, as well as being 
selves deceived, that the wicked become worse and worse. Having been them- 
selves seduced and hardened by corrupt associates, they become in their turn 7 
the apostles of wickedness to seduce and harden others, and, in proportion to ca 

@>their zeal and success, are imbittered against the truth and emboldened in oppo- . 
sition. Having taken their stand, they consider themselves bound in honor to 
maintain it; are urged on by pride ‘and passion to employ their whole influ- 
eti¢e in sustaining it; and, as described by the pen of inspiration, “sleep not unk 
they cause some to fall.” Shocking contrast to the character and prosped 
those who, having “turned many to righteousness, shall shine as the oy 
of the firmament and as the stars forever and ever.” “Cursed child 
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= bed There i is also this other point of resemblance in the paths of the just wit ener 
Tid. icked, that as they approach their end they afford clearer and more de- to ¢ 
We indications of the eternal states to which they lead. The just, by long , beer 
- iliar contemplation upon the heavenly world, are enabled to ap : and 
with realizing and joyful faith; while, by their habitual walk with God, = oali 
u Specting their inheritance there are removed; their hope becomes “hab 
e and ste t, and their warrant for this hope is often not less plaintothe ~~ ¥ “hate 
rehensions of others than it is to their own minds. Blessed men! With eon 
tenderness of gratitude do they look back to that state of darkness and Re che 
» guilt from which grace has ransomed them! With what joyful anticipations met 
do they begin the song, “ Now unto Him that loved us, and washed us from eon 
our sins in his own blood—unto Him be glory!” With what serenityin for 
i moments do they exclaim, “Into thy hands I commit * spirit, ' a wit 
hast redeemed me, O thou God of truth !” @ ilov 
But often scarcely less decisive of an opposite result is the ditties scene - pt 
wicked. For if there can be no communion between light and = me 
—no fellowship between righteousness and unrighteousness—no . | abl 
n Christ and Belial, what but separation from God, and the suffe = eittio 
wrath, can be the eternal state of that man whose life, under the full opera- wi 
tion of the only means of salvation, has exhibited a steadily progressive 7 pe 
strength of purpose in apostacy from God, rejection of the gospel, and dew yp 
_ yotedness to covetousness, pride, and worldly desire? He himself may not ree 
are this, His way is as darkness, so that he knows not at what nor into’ i  ° an 
se he stumbles. Yethe may be compelled to see it, The delusions which . @ neo 
“he has loved may be dissipated as eternity draws near, Conscience, in the ; 2 th 
immediate pros f the decisive tribunal, may awake from her slum- i y" 

« by ee and plant a conviction in the departing soul, which nothing can remove ? 


nothing alleviate, that for the heaven of the just he has no preparation and a 
Miserable man! With every passing day the light of worldly joy \A 
ing, and etemity ‘spreading out in dark, immeasurable prospect before a 
_ Who shall duly commiserate his state? Who shall pour into his dark ‘ 
light of life? ") 
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Men and brethren, what path are you treading? Travellers to eternity, as es 
aca are, this inquiry cannot be unworthy of your most serious re- . a y 
The Scriptures divide mankind into two classes—the righteous and a 

the ie wutes They describe their different courses as terminating in two ij 
} 9) corresponding states—heaven and hell. . Every attempt to confound or neu- t 
“)) tralize this difference of character or of state is a vain and ruinous presump- a a 
tion, God has declared it; the whole scheme of redemption involves it;” . ae } 
-, and your eyes and ears, if they are open: on what is passing around _ . 
y may unquestionable evidences of it... There are the just, — ‘ 
is as the shining light; and alas! under the best*means of salv 
are the wieked whose way is as darkness, What then is your way, 
Pwhither, if you proceed, will it conduct you? Do some of you, reyiew- 
Dd oe Oe oe you, dwell with wondering | 
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on a season when he appended "you amid an unthinking multitude, cone 9 
yinced you of sin, unveiled the excellency of Christ, and drew, ‘0 him 
by the cords of tye? Do you find that, from that memorable hour, a ¢i¥a 

energy has beet forming “you, amid many conflicts and various experiene 

to a growing conformity to his perfect will? Have you, upon the who 
been putting off your former character of covetousness, pride, and & 
and putting on the new character of humility, submission, and love® % 
a life of devotional, self-denying, and active piety become 7 
habitual and delightful, and sin, as viewed in yourselves ler, r 
hateful and painful? Are you in consequence associated Miyanection® 
communion with the friends and followers of the Redeemer; and with’ @ 
cheerfully devoting the powers and talents conferred upon you he dvan 
ment of His cause’, Are your contemplations upon the heavenly state! 
coming more realizing, your aspirations for it more fervent, and your desires” 
for earthly objects more moderate? In a word, can you perceive that, moe 
withstanding all your imperfections and inconstancy, the love of God j 
love of man, the faith; the humility, the meekness, the prayerfulness, th pe " it 
position to do good, the patience in bearing evil, and the respect ufo @ Dre a 
compens@of the reward, which mark the followers of Christ, are béc ng. 
‘more and more your temper, your habit, your character? Howyshall alee 
ably congratulate those who are such! How will you express 

tions! How worthless all earthly treasures and distinctions, in COM 

with the heavenly calling! For he who hath begun a good work i you Wik” 
perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ?” The light which here, has dawned ie, 
upon you in darkness will shine more and more unto the perfect day»: Yout )o8 
remaining sorrows and sins will lessen, and recede, and fade, and your’ x1 

and consolations will expand and improve, until the imperfect hi 

now enjoy shall be lost in everlasting glory. Go omjwithout fear, ré 

the faithful word, “ Even to old age lam He ; even @® hoar hairs will I 

you. I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry and will deliver 
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And are there those of you, on the other hand, who have no: such experieneah: 

but are obliged to acknowledge that whatever semblance of goodne 

may have had, it has vanished—whatever tenderness of mind, it is lost 

whatever struggles against sin, they are abandoned? that you hayé no 

sition to prayer, to serious consideration, or Christian#eonverse ;/ that 

of being joined to the followers of Christ, you have associated only ¥ 

worldly ; instead of conferring with the pious on ncerns of ete: 

you have become so averse to their persuasions as ve discouraged th 

applications, and are glad to be let alone ; are so far from taking a liberal pa 

in“the great work of extending the kingdom of Christ, that you eannot pa- 

tiently endufe a respectful invitation to contribute for that purpose 
4» are so far from being Uhristians, in the Scriptural senségof the 

™° © you have abandoned the serious intention and endeavor of hgpomi 

would fain believe that there are none around you, but that the 

delusion or pretence? let not your hearts deceive you. 

decisions of conscience, when it was allowed to speak. 

the Lord hath spoken. Give glory to the Lord yourG 

stumble upon the dark mountains, and when ye look for lig 

the shadow of death, and make it grow darkness.” 





iit is becoming more so. Every hopeful 
le to be overcome is increasing; the 
nt is prepared, and you, unless you repent, 
ly perish, Awake, I entreat you, to consideration 
hope remains. 
vellers, the path of the just and the way ofthe wicked are 
ey open on the right hand and the left; they fecede. from 
ually, and will.do.so for ever. For you it remains to take 
enter now the path of the just. It is pleasant as the’ 
! and asethe morning light it shines more and more unto the 
‘day, Supremély delightful, eyen to angels, is the character of the 
penitent. Delightful too are the persevering struggles of the peni- 
nst the powers of evil for the mark of the prize of the high 
in Christ Jesus. Let this character be yours. Let this struggle be 
sed and ardently prosecuted. So every difficulty shall yield to- 
ney, And every duty become easy and delightfol in your course. 
; rise in ravishing prospect on your view as you advance, and the 
an eternal day shall illumine before you the darkness of the tomb. 
jhtend ever to enter that path, chodse it now ; for “ the way of the 
was darkness.” Self-delusion, sin, and wtetligdadian mark its pro- 
id the blackness of darkness for ever ang ever is its sure and dreadful. 
on. Remember now, therefore, your Creator in the days of mr, 
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